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THE promoting the growth of Silk- 
worms, and producing Silk in Eng- 
land, has long been an objed: of the 
Society's attention ; and feveral rewards 
beflowed, in hopes that, in time, that 
valuable infedl might be naturalized to 
this climate ; and a new branch of Ma- 
nufacture, and in confequence a new 
employment for women and children, 
found in this country. From the Papers 
of Mrs. Williams, Mifs Rhodes, and 
the Rev. Mr. Swaynj:, printed in the 
preceding Volumeis of thefe Tranfadtions, 
little doubts remained of the practica- 
bility of breeding and rearing thofe in- 
fers in England. And this year fuch 
indifputable proofs were given to the So- 
ciety, by the production of five pounds 
weight of excellent Silk, and a number 
of the cocoons (which, in the judgment 
M 2 of 
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of every one who has examined them, 
arc in general larger, heavier, and of a 
fuperior quality to any feen before, and 
the Silk as good as can be produced 
in any country whatever), that it fhould 
now feem nothing is wanting to the 
eflablifliment of this long - wifhed - for 
bufinefs, but the planting mulberry-trees 
for the food of the Worms: and this, 
there is reafon to hope, will be accom- 
plifhed, feveral Gentlemen in the South- 
Weft parts of England propofing to make 
the trial on a large fcale. Samples of the 
Silk, and fome of the cocoons, are re- 
ferved in the Society's colledtion ; and it 
appeared in evidence to the Committee, 
to whofe conlideration this bufinefs was 
referred, that Silk can be advantageoufly 
produced in England : and it was the 
opinion of the claimant this year (Mr. 
Salvatore Bertezen), that this climate 
is better adapted to the breeding Silk- 
worms than Italy itfelf ; for he believes 
the great heats of Italy are much more 

detrimental 
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detrimental to the Worms than any fogs 
or moifture of this country. The five 
pounds of Silk, which was the quantity 
required to be produced, was obtained 
from twelve thoufand Worms ; and each 
thread, when wound, confided of kvea 
or nine fibres. Many Certificatds having 
been produced, corroborating the above, 
the Gold Medal was adjudged to 
Mr. SAlvatore Eertezen, for Silk 
produced In England. 

Mr. Bertezen, at the time of rearing thefe 
worms, lived in Kennington-lane, Sur- 
rey, where the Silk was wound off. 
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It Is evident that the Improvement of the 
Loom muft be an objed: of the moft fe- 
rlous attention to a Society formed in a 
particular manner to promote the Manu- 
fadures of thefe kingdoms : and the fol- 
lowing Letter from Mr. Sholl, with 
a complete model of his new conftrudted 
Loom (of which a plate is annexed, the 
model remaining in the Society's repofitory 
for the ufe of the public), having been 
received, the Silver Medal and 
Thirty Guineas were given him as 
a bounty ; it appearing from the evidence 
of fevcral Gentlemen converfant in that 
branch of iilk-weaving to which this 
loom is particularly adapted, that the ad- 
vantages of this conflrud:ion are, the 
gaining light, a power of fhortening the 
porry occafionally, fo as to fuit any 
kind of work, being more portable, 
and having the gibbet firmly fixed, to- 
gether with the diminution of price ; 

which. 
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Which^ compared with the old loom, i« 
as five pounds, the price of a loom on the 
old conftrudtion, to three pounds ten 
(hillings, the price of one of thofe con- 
trived by Mr. Sholl ; and that, as the 
proportion of light work is to ftrong 
work, as nine to one, this fort of 
loom promifes to be of very confiderable 
advantage, particularly in making modesy 
or other black work. 



SIR, 

HAVING been employed more than 
twelve years pad in the weaving of 
Silk, I have had occafion to obferve fe- 
veral confiderable inconveniences to which 
this manufacture is fubjeft. To the re- 
moval of thefe, my attention has been for a 
long while directed ; and I have at length 
fucceeded in the conftrudtion of a modely 
which' is entirely new; and the utility of 
which, I now beg leave. Sir, humbly to fob- 
M 4 mit 
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mit to the critical examination of the So- 
ciety for Encouragement of Arts, Manu- 
fadures, and Commerce. 

The feveral advantages of this invention 
are as follow. 

ift. It is not liable to unfquare ; and yet, 
on any neceflary occalion, may be more eafily* 
removed than the old loom, 

2d. In the conftruftion of it, more than 
thirty feet of wood are faved. 

3d. It is much fooner removed in cafe of 
fire, or any other fudden occurrence. 

4th. It has a very great advantage, with 
refpedt to admitting light to the workmen. 

5th. In cafe of removal, it may be car- 
ried up fome flairs which the old loom 
cannot pafs. 

6th. If room fhould be wanted for any 
temporary purpofe, the work may be laid 
afide without injury. 

7th. 
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7th. It may be fet up in floping garrets 
which will not admit of the old loom. 

8th. As the cane-roll pofts are fixed to the 
floor by fcrevvs, the porry may be made of 
any length, by only fcrewing the cane-roll 
pofts nearer or further from the breaft-rolL 

9th. The gibbet is formed in the loom ; 
and therefore the trouble of fixing it is pre- 
vented. 

loth. There is an advantage in the bridge 
of the battons, which was formerly nailed 
to the block ; but in this loom iron pins are 
put in the block, and partly go through the 
bridge, faftened with glue, fo that the Silk 
cannot be injured, as ufed often to be the 
cafe. 

I ith. The battons rife, as the work rifes, 
and keep more true, 

1 2th. The manner of fetting to the work 
obviates inconveniences, and prevents the 
injury attending the workmen in old looms. 

13th, 
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13th. As fome landlords do not care ta 
let their houfes to weavers, on account of 
their breaking the walls, that inconvenience 
is alfo removed. 

In order to render this improvement the 
more acceptable, it is fo contrived as to 
preferve in ufe the moft valuable part of 
the old materials ; fuch as rolls, battons^ 
counter-meihes, &c. 

With a model lefs perfed than that I now 
offer, I have afcertained, by near two years 
experience, and on one of the niceft works 
in the trade, the advantages above recited ; 
and to my employers I have given great fa- 
tisfailion. 

Hoping, Sir, that the model produced 
will meet the approbation of this moft ho- 
nourable Society, and prove a benefit to the 
weaving manufadure, I take the liberty of 
prefenting it for their infpedion. Their 

approbation 
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approbation and encouragement, as well as 
the profpedt of public utility, will give 
great pleafure to. 

Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 

Samuel Sholl* 

New Turville-flreef, Bethnal-Cretrtp 
Sept. i^tb, 1788. 

Mr. More. 
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Description of the 'Plate of Mr. Sholl'x 
improved LOOM for weaving flight 
Silks, 

A. A. The Sills. 

B. B. The Breaft-Roll Pofts. 

C. The Cut Tree. 

D. D. The Uprights, 

E. The Burdown. 

F. The Batton. 

G. The Reeds. 
H. The Harnefs. 
I. The Breaft-Roll. 
K. The Cheefe. 

L. The Gibbet. 

M. The Treddles. 

N. The Tumblers. 

O. Short Counter-meflies. 

P. Long Counter-ineihes, 

Q^ThePorry. 

R. R. Cane-Roll Pofts. 

S. The Cane-Roll. 

T. The Weight Bar and Weight* 

U. U. Counter-weights. 

W. The Breaking Rod. 

X. X. Crofs Rods. 



